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The Plant Kingdom

Burying. The fruits of the peanut are borne in a very unusual
manner. Instead of being developed above ground they are buried
into the soil (Fig. 384).

Fie. 384. Peanut, showing development of fruit
The flower of the peanut has a very long style and a long calyx tube at the
top of which are found the calyx lobes, the petals, and the attachment of the
stamens. After fertilization, the flower withers, the stalk turns downward,
and the fruit elongates greatly without broadening until its tip, in which are
the ovules, has been pushed into the soil; then this tip expands into the well-
known "nut." The nodules on the roots contain nitrogen-fixing bacteria
GERMINATION OF SEED
Definition. The development of the seed into a young plant is
called germination. A seed is said to have germinated when the
radicle and plumule have reached out of the seed coat, but ger-
mination is not complete until the seedling has become established
and is independent of the food supply stored in the seed.